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Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

THURSDAY MORNING, SEP. 7, 2023

Presiding Officer: 
Franklin Hopkins, Germer Beaman & 
Brown PLLC, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m. .50 hr

Case Law Update: Part I
Examine significant administrative law cases issued 
during the last year.

Linda B. Secord, Austin, TX
Karen L. Watkins, Office of the Attorney General, 

Austin, TX

9:00 a.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Wellness in the Practice of Law: What Every 
Lawyer Should Know
A look at statistics on lawyer wellness and explore 
evidence-based tips on how to manage stress and 
anxiety to avoid losing enthusiasm for the practice 
of law.

Michelle Fontenot, Texas Lawyers' Assistance 
Program, Austin, TX

10:00 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m. .50 hr

Legislative Update
A focus on select bills enacted by the 88th 
Texas Legislature that impact administrative law 
practitioners. 

Katherine Farrell, Teacher Retirement System of 
Texas, Austin, TX

Sara J. Ferris, Office of the Attorney General,  
Austin, TX

10:45 a.m. .75 hr

Navigating the Shifting Tides: Helping 
Courts Handle Administrative Law Transfers 
and the Potential Effects of the new 15th 
Court of Appeals
Join us as esteemed Texas Court of Appeals justices 
discuss the transfer of complex administrative 
law cases from Austin’s 3rd Court of Appeals to 
courts throughout the state. The panel discusses 
strategies and collaborative solutions to better 
assist transferee courts (and thus your clients) when 
handling these specialized administrative law cases. 
The panel also discusses the potential changes that 
the newly-formed 15th Court of Appeals could have 
on the administrative law landscape.

Moderator:
Hon. Jeff Rose, Rose Resolution Group, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Hon. Lawrence M. Doss, Seventh Court of Appeals, 

Amarillo, TX
Hon. Yvonne T. Rodriguez, Eighth Court of Appeals, 

El Paso, TX

11:30 a.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Janet I. Monteros, TX Health and 
Human Services Commission,  
El Paso, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:00 p.m. .75 hr

Texas Public Information Act and Texas Open 
Meetings Act: How They Work
An overview of the requirements and procedures 
under Texas’ government transparency statutes 
and a look at some common issues.

James A. Hemphill, Graves Dougherty Hearon & 
Moody, Austin, TX

12:45 p.m. 15-Minute Break
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions 
for MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.

Compare options and subscribe at  
www.utcle.org/subscriptions

**Subscriptions do not include registrations  
to live conferences or live webcasts.

1:00 p.m. .50 hr

Well, Well, Well … A Holistic Approach 
to Wellness through the Texas Employees 
Group Benefits Program
Comprehensive health insurance is only the start. 
Learn how your employer-sponsored benefits can 
help you achieve physical, emotional, and financial 
wellness.

Porter Wilson, Employees Retirement System of 
Texas, Austin, TX

1:30 p.m. 1.00 hr

The Administrative Law Case: From A to Z
Taking a case through the SOAH process: a practical 
outline for prehearing procedures, preparing for 
the hearing, uploading and organizing evidence, 
handling the hearing, drafting briefing and 
exceptions, and appealing the agency final order 
to the courts.

Craig R. Bennett, Jackson Walker LLP, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m. 15-Minute Break

2:45 p.m. 1.00 hr

Judicial Panel
Engage in an unscripted round-robin discussion, 
with time for questions from the audience. 
Please submit your questions in advance to 
ConferenceQA@utcle.org.

Moderator:
Hon. Kristofer S. Monson, State Office of 

Administrative Hearings, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Hon. James "Jimmy" Blacklock, The Supreme Court 

of Texas, Austin, TX
Hon. Rosa Lopez Theofanis, Third Court of Appeals 

of Texas, Austin, TX
Hon. Maria Cantú Hexsel, 53rd Civil District Court, 

Austin, TX



3:45 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Implicit Bias: What Your Brain is Up to When 
You’re Not Paying Attention
Implicit bias refers to the attitudes or stereotypes 
that affect our thoughts, actions, and decisions 
in an unconscious manner. Because they occur 
without a person’s awareness or control, they can 
have a significant and potentially negative impact 
on the day-to-day lives of lawyers and judges.

Hon. Audrey Moorehead, Dallas County Criminal 
Court #3, Dallas, TX

Jonathan E. Smaby, Texas Center for Legal Ethics, 
Austin, TX

4:45 p.m. Adjourn to Reception

NETWORKING RECEPTION

4:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres  
with program faculty and attendees.

FRIDAY MORNING, SEP. 8, 2023

Presiding Officer: 
Katherine Farrell, Teacher Retirement 
System of Texas, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .50 hr

Case Law Update: Part II
Examine significant administrative law cases issued 
during the last year.

Linda B. Secord, Austin, TX
Karen L. Watkins, Office of the Attorney General, 

Austin, TX

9:00 a.m. .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

AI in the Study and Practice of 
Administrative Law
ChatGPT and its large language model cohorts 
have captured the public imagination and, for 
many, raised the specter of an AI-driven revolution 
to legal education and practice. Survey challenges 
and opportunities, and report on existing or 
potential approaches to the use or restriction of 
modern AI in legal practice and education.

John M. Golden, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Austin, TX

9:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break

9:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

Research on Legal Writing
Discuss information about empirical research on 
legal writing techniques. Research supports plainer 
writing, reduced use of intensifiers, reduced use of 
“emotional” words, and use of narrative. Research 
also supports “connectives” (transitions), priming, 
and the value of resources, i.e. money.

Wayne Schiess, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Austin, TX

10:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

2023 Sunset Process for Three 
Environmental Agencies of Texas
During the summer of 2022, the Sunset Advisory 
Commission initiated its review of 21 entities 
in preparation for the 88th Legislative Session. 
Included in this process were three of the most 
important environmental agencies in the state 
of Texas, the Texas Water Development Board, 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
and the Public Utility Commission of Texas. The 
speakers provide an overview of the sunset process 
for their respective agencies and the changes each 
agency will undergo as a result.

Emily Lindley, Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Austin, TX

David Smeltzer, Public Utility Commission of Texas, 
Austin, TX

L'Oreal Stepney, Texas Water Development Board, 
Austin, TX

11:45 a.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Karen L. Watkins, Office of the Attorney 
General, Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:15 p.m. .75 hr

Changing the Makeup of the Courts
Learn about the Texas Legislature’s efforts in the 
last several years at making significant changes to 
the structure of the judicial branch of government. 
The speakers address issues such as redistricting, 
business courts, the 15th Court of Appeals, the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, and other proposed and passed 
judicial branch bills.  

Hon. Darlene Byrne, Third Court of Appeals,  
Austin, TX

Hon. Amy Clark Meachum, 201st Judicial District Civil 
Court, Austin, TX

1:00 p.m. 15-Minute Break

1:15 p.m. .50 hr

Licensure with a Criminal Record
“My attorney said taking probation would make 
it go away!” Criminal matters almost always carry 
consequences for licensed professionals. Learn 
how to navigate in-state and out-of-state criminal 
charges, how to assure your client is making an 
informed decision, and how to provide the best 
post-plea evidence to State agencies.

Jason Ray, Riggs & Ray, P.C., Austin, TX

1:45 p.m. .75 hr

Consideration of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion in Agency Affairs
The 88th legislature and directives from the 
Governor banned offices and programs that 
promote diversity, equity and inclusion at publicly 
funded colleges and universities. This mandate 
will reshape what agencies can and cannot do. 
Examine recent legislation and its potential impact 
on agency affairs.

Angela Downes, UNT Dallas College of Law,  
Dallas, TX

Hon. Rudolph K. Metayer, Graves Dougherty Hearon 
& Moody, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Working with Your Colleagues: Not Working 
Against Your Enemies
Elevate civility and communication practices by 
addressing uncollegial or uncooperative behaviors 
and developing plans to foster civil and collegial 
communications. Hear both government and 
defense counsel discuss their experiences of poor 
communication and ways to provide civil and frank 
discussions.  

Christopher M. Palazola, Texas Medical Board, 
Austin, TX

Jon Porter, McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP, 
Austin, TX

3:30 p.m. Adjourn
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UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community. 

Information and updates regarding our 

in-person conferences and live webcasts will 

be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple 

educational opportunities online—both live 

and on-demand—by bringing practitioners 

together virtually. We are  

fortunate to serve so  

many of you who  

strive for excellence in  

the practice of law.

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.00 hours, of 
which 3.25 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

FRANKLIN HOPKINS*—CHAIR 
Germer Beaman & Brown PLLC 
Austin, TX

CRAIG R. BENNETT 
Jackson Walker LLP 
Austin, TX

J. BRUCE BENNETT* 
Cardwell, Hart & Bennett, L.L.P. 
Austin, TX

HON. JAMES "JIMMY" BLACKLOCK 
The Supreme Court of Texas 
Austin, TX

HON. DARLENE BYRNE* 
Third Court of Appeals 
Austin, TX

JAMES W. CHECKLEY JR.* 
Cross Texas Transmission, LLC 
West Lake Hills, TX

HON. AMY CLARK MEACHUM 
201st Judicial District Civil Court 
Austin, TX

HON. LAWRENCE M. DOSS 
Seventh Court of Appeals 
Amarillo, TX

ANGELA DOWNES 
UNT Dallas College of Law 
Dallas, TX

KATHERINE FARRELL* 
Teacher Retirement System of Texas 
Austin, TX

SARA J. FERRIS* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

MICHELLE FONTENOT 
Texas Lawyers' Assistance Program 
Austin, TX

LEAH GILLUM* 
Texas Department of Insurance 
Austin, TX

JOHN M. GOLDEN 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

APRIL G. GRIFFIN* 
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 
Austin, TX

JAMES A. HEMPHILL 
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 
Austin, TX

HON. MARIA CANTÚ HEXSEL 
53rd Civil District Court 
Austin, TX

STEVE KOSUB* 
Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC 
Austin, TX

EMILY LINDLEY 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Austin, TX

HON. ROSA LOPEZ THEOFANIS 
Third Court of Appeals of Texas 
Austin, TX

TARALYNN MACKAY* 
McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP 
Elgin, TX

HON. RUDOLPH K. METAYER 
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 
Austin, TX

HON. KRISTOFER S. MONSON 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

JANET I. MONTEROS* 
TX Health and Human Services Commission 
El Paso, TX

HON. AUDREY MOOREHEAD 
Dallas County Criminal Court #3 
Dallas, TX

CHRISTOPHER M. PALAZOLA 
Texas Medical Board 
Austin, TX

JON PORTER 
McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP 
Austin, TX

JASON RAY 
Riggs & Ray, P.C. 
Austin, TX

HON. YVONNE T. RODRIGUEZ 
Eighth Court of Appeals 
El Paso, TX

EMILY WILLMS ROGERS* 
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 
Austin, TX

HON. JEFF ROSE 
Rose Resolution Group 
Austin, TX

WAYNE SCHIESS 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

LINDA B. SECORD* 
Austin, TX

ADRIAN P. SENYSZYN* 
Germer PLLC 
San Antonio, TX

JONATHAN E. SMABY 
Texas Center for Legal Ethics 
Austin, TX

DAVID SMELTZER 
Public Utility Commission of Texas 
Austin, TX

L'OREAL STEPNEY 
Texas Water Development Board 
Austin, TX

HON. HOLLY VANDROVEC* 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

KAREN L. WATKINS* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

PORTER WILSON 
Employees Retirement System of Texas 
Austin, TX

KRISTEN L. WORMAN* 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
Austin, TX

*Planning Committee member
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AL23

Bar Card #  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

Please select location type:

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration

❑ Live Webcast Registration

Please select registration type:

❑ Individual Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $595 | $695 after August 30

❑ Government Attorney Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $325 | $425 after August 30 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . $570 | $670 after August 30 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Government Attorney . . $300 | $400 after August 30 

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, September 8, 2023 
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the scheduled webcast. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $81.19 ($75*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –  For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $695

Post-Course Binder –  For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $297.69 ($275*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $351.81 ($325*)

 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AL23/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/AL23/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.
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AL23

AUSTIN
September 7–8, 2023

CONFERENCE LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 

The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 

Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Parking: 

Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/AL23  

for daily and overnight rates

KEY DATES

August 30, 2023 

Last day for early registration rates

September 1, 2023 

Last day for full refund cancellation

September 5, 2023 

Last day for partial refund cancellation 
$50 processing fee applied

September 7, 2023 8:20 a.m., CT 

Conference begins

September 8, 2023 

Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 
with in-person or webcast conference registration.

REASONS TO ATTEND

The Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar brings together 

members of the judiciary, regulatory, and academic communities to 

engage with practitioners about the latest legislative and case law 

updates, rule changes, and other timely topics. 2023 highlights include:

 • Updates on significant administrative law cases and legislative 

activity during the last year, Texas Public Information Act, and 

Sunset actions.

 • An exploration of hot topics, including Navigating the Shifting 
Tides..., AI in the Study and Practice of Administrative Law, and 

Changing the Makeup of the Courts.

 • The always popular unscripted round-robin discussion during the 

Judicial Panel, including a Q&A for attendees.

 • 3.25 hours of ethics, including presentations on Wellness in the 
Practice of Law: What Every Lawyer Should Know, Implicit Bias: What 
Your Brain is Up to When You’re Not Paying Attention, and Working 
with Your Colleagues: Not Working Against Your Enemies.

 • Multiple networking opportunities with program faculty and 

fellow practitioners, including the Thursday Evening Networking 

Reception.

Following the seminar, attendees will receive a free, on-demand 

eSupplement containing additional programming, ensuring attendees 

can earn their required 15.00/3.00 Texas MCLE hours for the year.


