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49™ ANNUAL

CONFERENCE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW
October 23-24, 2025 = Austin Marriott South = Austin, Texas

Earn up to 15.50 Hours of Credit Including 3.75 Hours of Ethics Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA (Hours Vary by State)
Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Immigration and Nationality Law
Earn up to 18.50 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit

THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 23, 2025

Presiding Officer:
Michelle L. Saenz-Rodriguez, Saenz-
Rodriguez & Associates, P.C., Dallas, TX

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.

1.00 hr

Executive Authority & Immigration: Legal
Shifts and Strategic Impacts
An overview of executive actions under the new
administration.
Michelle L. Saenz-Rodriguez, Saenz-Rodriguez &
Associates, P.C., Dallas, TX

Jacqueline L. Watson, JLW Immigration Law Group,
Austin, TX

9:30 a.m. .50 hr

Alien Enemies Act Overview
Discuss the ongoing fight against the Trump
Administration's unprecedented invocation and
use of the Alien Enemies Act, a wartime authority
used only three times in the nation's history.

Daniel Galindo, ACLU, New York, NY

10:00 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m.

1.00 hr

Terminations, Revocations, Decertification:
What's Next for International Students and
Scholars and their Institutions

Since January, students and scholars have been
on a rollercoaster ride regarding their status and
visas. institutions, likewise,
unprecedented threats of SEVIS decertification.
Examine the when, why, and current status of these
developments and propose strategies to avoid the
worst outcomes going forward. Also provide an
overview of the status of litigation efforts and legal
theorizing.

Some have faced

Jesse Bless, Bless Litigation LLC, Georgetown, MA
David Ware, Ware|lmmigration, Metairie, LA

Times listed are in Central Time

11:15 a.m. .75 hr

Worksite Audits and Raids: What to Expect
in 2026
Refresher on warrants and subpoenas, employer
and employee rights, civil and criminal penalties.
Richard A. Gump Jr., The Law Offices of Richard A.
Gump Jr. PC,, Dallas, TX

Richard B. Roper lll, Vartabedian Hester & Haynes
LLP, Dallas, TX

12:00 p.m. Pick up Lunch

Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
Maggie Murphy, BAL, Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:20 p.m. .75 hr | .50 hr ethics

Client Expectations and Counseling
Challenges in the Trump Era
The Trump Administration’s immigration policy
changes have created challenges for
immigration lawyers in setting reasonable client
expectations and in advising clients on the
legal risks of available courses of action. Discuss
strategies to set and manage expectations in a sea
of changing circumstances and law.

Jodi M. Goodwin, Law Office of Jodi Goodwin,

new

Harlingen, TX
Charles Herring Jr., Herring & Panzer, L.L.P,
Austin, TX
1:05 p.m. 15-Minute Break
1:20 p.m. 1.00 hr

Let's Talk about Detention
Deep-dive into the current state of detentions
by DHS and other law enforcement authorities,
including detentions at court, USCIS, ICE check-
ins, and community & workplace raids. Discuss
potential options for release from detention and
the changing landscape with respect to parole and
bond eligibility.
Laura Flores-Dixit, American Gateways,
San Antonio, TX
Jodi M. Goodwin, Law Office of Jodi Goodwin,
Harlingen, TX

George Rodriguez, Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates,
P.C., Dallas, TX

2:20 p.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Challenges of Registration, Compliance, and
Maintenance of Status
Address the implications of the resurrection of
registration as an enforcement priority and the
challenges of compliance. Discuss the expectations
for minors and their guardians as to registration, the
removal trap of the change of address requirement,
and when to use the new G-325R.

Kathleen Campbell Walker, Dickinson Wright PLLC,

El Paso, TX
Irene G. Mugambi, Law Office of Irene G. Mugambi
P.C., Dallas, TX
3:05 p.m. 10-Minute Break
3:15 p.m. .75 hr

"Routine” Invasiveness: US Border Searches
in the Digital Age

What is the Required Quantum of Suspicion —
Daunting Search for Reasonableness in our Time

Simon M. Azar-Farr, Simon Azar-Farr & Associates,
San Antonio, TX

4:00 p.m. .75 hr ethics

Ethical Challenges Facing Lawyers in the
Constantly Changing Immigration World
Explore how immigration lawyers can continue to
practice safely and ethically in the wake of the March
2025 presidential memo, which has raised concerns
about potential intimidation of the immigration
bar. Discuss recent asylum developments and how
to navigate shifting policies and political scrutiny
while upholding our professional responsibilities.
Craig Dobson, Dobson Law LLC, New York, NY

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 15.50 hours, of
which 375 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).

mro<s
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4:45 p.m. .75 hr | .50 hr ethics

The Loss of Funding for Programs Providing
Pro Bono Legal Education and Services

Focus onthe loss of long-standing bipartisan federal
funding for pro bono organizations providing legal
education and services to immigrants in removal
proceedings and in detention. Discuss the changes
in access to information about various forms of
humanitarian relief for vulnerable populations, as
well as arrests and enforcement at immigration
courts and other protected places without due
process.

Erica B. Schommer, St. Mary's University School of
Law, San Antonio, TX
Edna Yang, American Gateways, Austin, TX

Adjourn to Reception

NETWORKING RECEPTION

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy refreshments and a networking opportunity
with colleagues, conference faculty, and pro bono
organization representatives.

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 24, 2025

Presiding Officer:
Jacqueline L. Watson, JLW Immigration
Law Group, Austin, TX

8:00 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. 1.00 hr

Case Law Update

Precedential case law updates spanning 2024
to 2025, with a focus on decisions positive for
noncitizens where possible! Hear a discussion on
Supreme Court updates, as well as interesting
precedent from the Fifth Circuit, other Circuits, and
BIA. Topics will include asylum, crimmigration, and
more!

Jonathan Levy, American Gateways, Austin, TX

Rekha Sharma-Crawford, Sharma-Crawford Attorneys
at Law, Kansas City, MO

9:30 a.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Removal Issues

Discuss practical tips and legal strategies to
arm yourself and fight for your client against the
onslaught of new caselaw, EOIR policy memoranda,
OPLA practices, ICE tactics, and other horrific
changes in enforcement and removal proceedings
under the Trump Administration.

Amelia Ruiz Fischer, Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at
Law, Nacogdoches, TX

Michael Sharma-Crawford, Sharma-Crawford
Attorneys at Law, Kansas City, MO

10:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:45 a.m. .75 hr

Employment Issues

Review current trends in employment-based
immigration, including updates and strategies in
RFE trends in H-1B, L-1, TN and |-140 Cases; I-9 and
worksite compliance & OCAHO updates; PERM
backlogs and tips for maintenance of nonimmigrant
status; E-Verify compliance and state activity.

Maggie Murphy, BAL, Austin, TX

Daniel N. Ramirez, Monty & Ramirez LLP,
Houston, TX

11:30 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

The ABCs of Warrants
Discuss the regulations regarding warrants and
how to hold ICE accountable.

Richard B. Roper llI, Vartabedian Hester & Haynes
LLP, Dallas, TX

Michael Sharma-Crawford, Sharma-Crawford
Attorneys at Law, Kansas City, MO

12:15 p.m.
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
Edna Yang, American Gateways,
Austin, TX

Pick up Lunch

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m. .75 hr ethics

Self-Preservation

Join us for an interactive lunchtime discussion
focused on actionable tips and tactics to help you
safeguard your time, reduce stress, and enhance
your capacity for professional excellence without
self-sacrifice.

Jennifer Walker Gates, JLW Immigration Law Group,
Austin, TX

1:20 p.m. 15-Minute Break

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions
for MCLE On-Demand and our elibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.

Compare options and subscribe at
www.utcle.org/subscriptions

**Subscriptions do not include registrations
to live conferences or live webcasts.

1:35 p.m. .75 hr

Sue ‘Em
Strategies, tips and materials for mandamus, APA,
class actions, FOIA and FTCA lawsuits against the
government.
Jesse Bless, Bless Litigation LLC, Georgetown, MA
Richard S. Fischer, Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at
Law, Nacogdoches, TX
Javier N. Maldonado, Law Office of Javier N.
Maldonado, PC, San Antonio, TX

2:20 p.m. .75 hr

Parole: An Overview, Current Developments,
Future Arguments, and Advance Parole
Provide an overview of parole, address current
developments regarding parole, in particular the
termination of various parole programs, address
arguments that can be made regarding parole, and
a discussion of advance parole.

Paul B. Hunker Ill, De Mott, Curtright and
Armendariz, LLP, Dallas, TX

Rekha Sharma-Crawford, Sharma-Crawford Attorneys
at Law, Kansas City, MO

3:05 p.m. 10-Minute Break

.75 hr

3:15 p.m.

Texas Legislative Updates and the
Correlation with Immigration Policy

Explore how legislative  efforts
intersect with immigration policy at the state and
federal levels, with a focus on education, workforce
participation, criminalization, and legal challenges.
Discuss key bills, implementation trends, and
implications for immigrant communities across
Texas.

recent Texas

Kristin Etter, Texas Immigration Law Council,
Austin, TX
Faye M. Kolly, McChesney Kolly PLLC, Austin, TX

4:00 p.m. 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics
Ask the Experts
Hear top immigration lawyers answer your

questions and provide solutions to your ethical
quandaries. Please submit your questions in
advance to ConferenceQA@utcle.org.

Moderator:
Paul Parsons, Paul Parsons, PC, Austin, TX

Panelists:

Amelia Ruiz Fischer, Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at
Law, Nacogdoches, TX

Richard S. Fischer, Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at
Law, Nacogdoches, TX

Irene G. Mugambi, Law Office of Irene G. Mugambi
P.C., Dallas, TX

Maggie Murphy, BAL, Austin, TX

5:00 p.m.

Are you a 1% or 2™ year attorney? Attend
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195!

Call 512.475.6700 to register.
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

MICHELLE L. SAENZ-RODRIGUEZ*—CO-CHAIR

Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, P.C.
Dallas, TX

JACQUELINE L. WATSON*—CO-CHAIR
JLW Immigration Law Group
Austin, TX

SIMON M. AZAR-FARR*
Simon Azar-Farr & Associates
San Antonio, TX

JESSE BLESS
Bless Litigation LLC
Georgetown, MA

KATHLEEN CAMPBELL WALKER*
Dickinson Wright PLLC
El Paso, TX

NICOLAS CHAVEZ*
Chavez & Valko, LLP
Fort Worth, TX

CRAIG DOBSON
Dobson Law LLC
New York, NY

KRISTIN ETTER
Texas Immigration Law Council
Austin, TX

AMELIA RUIZ FISCHER*
Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at Law
Nacogdoches, TX

RICHARD S. FISCHER*
Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at Law
Nacogdoches, TX

LAURA FLORES-DIXIT
American Gateways
San Antonio, TX

DANIEL GALINDO
ACLU
New York, NY

JODI M. GOODWIN*
Law Office of Jodi Goodwin
Harlingen, TX

RICHARD A. GUMP JR.*

The Law Offices of Richard A. Gump Jr. P.C.

Dallas, TX

MONA GUPTA*
Gupta & Wiora, P.C.
Addison, TX

CHARLES HERRING JR.
Herring & Panzer, L.L.P.
Austin, TX

PAUL B. HUNKER IlI
De Mott, Curtright and Armendariz, LLP
Dallas, TX

FAYE M. KOLLY
McChesney Kolly PLLC
Austin, TX

JONATHAN LEVY
American Gateways
Austin, TX

JAVIER N. MALDONADO
Law Office of Javier N. Maldonado, PC
San Antonio, TX

IRENE G. MUGAMBI*
Law Office of Irene G. Mugambi P.C.
Dallas, TX

MAGGIE MURPHY*
BAL
Austin, TX

PAUL PARSONS*
Paul Parsons, PC
Austin, TX

DANIEL N. RAMIREZ
Monty & Ramirez LLP
Houston, TX

GEORGE RODRIGUEZ*
Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, P.C.
Dallas, TX

RICHARD B. ROPER IlI
Vartabedian Hester & Haynes LLP
Dallas, TX

ERICA B. SCHOMMER*
St. Mary's University School of Law
San Antonio, TX

MICHAEL SHARMA-CRAWFORD
Sharma-Crawford Attorneys at Law
Kansas City, MO

REKHA SHARMA-CRAWFORD
Sharma-Crawford Attorneys at Law
Kansas City, MO

JENNIFER WALKER GATES
JLW Immigration Law Group
Austin, TX

DAVID WARE
Ware|lmmigration
Metairie, LA

PETER D. WILLIAMSON*
Chamberlain Hrdlicka
Houston, TX

EDNA YANG*
American Gateways
Austin, TX

*Planning Committee member
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HOW TO REGISTER REGISTRATION FORM

Online:
www.utcle.org/conferences/IM25/signup

Mail:

The University of Texas
School of Law
ATTN: CLE
727 E Dean Keeton St
Austin, TX 78705

Fax:
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would

like to request accommodations under the
ADA, please contact Customer Service at
512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10
days prior to the conference.

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access

course materials in  "Your Briefcase"
approximately 48 hours before the live event,
and enjoy unlimited access to the final,
complete course materials — downloadable

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary
access to the eConference — with papers,
slides, and video — accredited for one year in
both TX and CA are available in "Your

Briefcase" 6-8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can
report credit on your behalf directly to the State
Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit
reported on your behalf at "Your Account”

after you've logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for
conference attendees and product customers
with information provided on the order form.

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset?
Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer
service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org

during business hours.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IM25

Bar Card # aTx 1 Other State: O N/A

Name [ Mr./ Ms. ]

Firm

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Fax

Registrant’s Email (required)

Assistant’s Email (optional)
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION

Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call
512.475.6700.

(1 Live, In-Person Event Registration ....................... ... .... $645 | $745 after October 8
U Live Webcast Registration . . .. ... $745

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) — Available for order through
Friday, October 24, 2025

Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2-3 weeks after the conclusion of the live event. Delivery to PO. boxes is not
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

QA Printed and Shipped Course Binder ............. ... $102.84 ($95%)
Webcast Add-on

Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

O Webcast Add-0n . ..o $100

TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION S

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference — For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may
vary depending on actual event runtime and approved content.

A Individual eConference . .. ... $745

Post-Course Binder — For Research and Self-Study
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4-6 weeks after live event.

{4 Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) .......... ... ... ... ... .. ... ........ $319.34 ($295%)
[ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . ... ... ... . $373.46 ($345%)

TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $

METHOD OF PAYMENT

[ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin)
QA VISA W MasterCard W American Express L PO. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

/

(mm/yy)

Card/PO. # CW#___ Exp.Date

Authorized Signature

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax
Exemption Certificate with order.

phone 512.475.6700 » www.utcle.org/conferences/IM25/signup = fax 512.475.6876




The University of Texas at Austin
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
727 E Dean Keeton St ® Austin, TX 78705

This program is not printed or mailed at state expense.
Visit
www.utcle.org
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service@utcle.org
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49™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON
IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW

IM25

AUSTIN
October 23-24, 2025

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Austin Marriott South
4415 S. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78744
512-441-7900 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $184
good through October 10
reference “Immigration Law Conference”
(subject to availability)

Parking:
Complimentary Garage and
ground level parking.

KEY DATES

October 8, 2025
Last day for early registration rates

October 17, 2025
Last day for full refund cancellation

October 20, 2025
Last day for partial refund cancellation
$50 processing fee applied

October 23, 8:20 a.m., CT
Conference begins

October 24, 2025
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder
with in-person or webcast conference registration.

For more information regarding refunds,
complaints, and/or program cancellation policies
please contact Customer Service at 512.475.6700.

REASONS TO ATTEND IMMIGRATION LAW CONFERENCE

In a constantly changing political climate, navigating the law is more important than ever.
UT Law CLE's 49t Annual Conference on Immigration and Nationality Law is ideal for
practitioners of all experience levels and provides an opportunity to learn from nationally
recognized experts.

The 2-day program offers in-depth discussion on issues at the forefront of immigration
practice and provides tools, forms, tips, and guidance on key decision points, including the
increasing importance of removal and relief from removal. Gain strategies to provide the
best advocacy for your clients while protecting yourself and your practice.

2025 highlights include:

® Executive Authority & Immigration: Legal Shifts and Strategic Impacts, explore
executive actions under the new administration and their implications for immigration
law and practice.

e Client Counseling in the Trump Era, discuss how lawyers can manage client expectations
amidshifting policies and legal uncertainties, with practical strategies for communication
and risk assessment.

¢ Detention and Enforcement Trends, deep dive into the evolving landscape of DHS
detentions, including ICE check-ins, community raids, and parole/bond eligibility,
offering insights into advocacy and release strategies.

® Texas Legislative Updates and Immigration Policy examine how recent Texas laws
intersect with federal immigration policy, with implications for education, workforce
access, and criminalization.

e Ask the Experts: Ethics and Practice Challenges close out the conference with a panel
of seasoned immigration attorneys who respond to attendee-submitted questions,
offering guidance on ethical dilemmas and complex practice scenarios.

UT Law CLE is committed to Practice Excellence.

We are here to support our community. Information and updates regarding our
in-person conferences and live webcasts will be posted at www.utcle.org.

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational opportunities online—
both live and on-demand—by bringing practitioners together virtually.

We are fortunate to serve so many of you who strive for excellence in

the practice of law.




