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39TH ANNUAL

SCHOOL LAW CONFERENCE

February 15–16, 2024
AT&T Conference Center ■  Austin, Texas

 Live Webcast February 15–16

Earn up to 12.50 Hours of MCLE Credit, Including 2.50 Hours of Ethics Credit

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction)

Specialization Credit Expected for: Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law,  
Civil Trial Law, Labor and Employment Law

Texas Education Agency (TEA) Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Credit Available for Texas Educators

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E X A S



THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 15, 2024

Presiding Officer: 
Giana Ortiz, The Ortiz Law Firm, 
Arlington, TX

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m. .75 hr

Commissioner Decisions Update
Hear an update on Commissioner of Education 
decisions from the past year.

Mark P. Tilley, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

9:15 a.m. .50 hr

Title IX Update: Here We Go Again
The latest developments in Title IX regulations, 
caselaw, and best practices for K-12 and higher ed.

Allen M. Keller, Schulman, Lopez Hoffer & Adelstein, 
LLP, San Antonio, TX

9:45 a.m. .75 hr

Legislative Update
After a regular legislative session and multiple 
special sessions, hear the latest information on 
major updates to the Texas Education Code and 
related regulations.

Danny Stockton, Plano ISD, Plano, TX

10:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:45 a.m. .50 hr

Student Issues: Vaping
Examining the impact of recent Texas legislation on 
student disciplinary actions related to vaping, this 
presentation offers legal professionals an in-depth 
look into the evolving landscape of student rights, 
school policies, and the implications for future legal 
proceedings.

D'Ann Bey, Lewisville ISD, Lewisville, TX
Ben Castillo, O'Hanlon, Demerath and Castillo,  

Pharr, TX

11:15 a.m. .75 hr

TEA Certification Sanctions
The report, the flag, the investigation, and the 
hearing.

Moderator:
Karl Tiger Hanner, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Daniel Berumen, Texas Education Agency, Austin, TX
Tina Farrell, Texas Education Agency, Austin, TX
Sarah C. Wolfe, Texas Education Agency, Austin, TX

12:00 p.m. .50 hr

To Search or Not to Search, that is the 
question! Student and Personnel Issues: 
Fourth Amendment Update
Review recent relevant case law regarding Fourth 
Amendment issues.

Erica Graham, Houston ISD, Houston, TX

12:30 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Giana Ortiz, The Ortiz Law Firm, 
Arlington, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

1:00 p.m. .50 hr

Safety and Texas Schools: Their Future 
Depends on What We Do Today
An overview of the Office of School Safety and 
Security, the work being done by the Office, and 
Texas Education Agency's role in school safety.

John Scott, Texas Education Agency, Austin, TX

1:30 p.m. 15-Minute Break

1:45 p.m. 1.00 hr

School Safety in a New World
Discuss recent legislative changes impacting 
school safety, implementation, and lessons learned 
to date, and hear practical advice and suggestions 
as school districts work to comply fully with the 
legislation and cooperate with multiple involved 
agencies and their respective guidance.

Ken Culbreath, Region 4 ESC, Houston, TX
Ellen H. Spalding, Spalding Nichols Lamp Langlois, 

Houston, TX
Coby Wilbanks, Fort Bend ISD, Sugar Land, TX

2:45 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Ted Lasso and Lawyer Ethics
What can a fictional soccer coach, goldfish, and 
biscuits teach us about attorney ethics? Lace up 
your cleats and find out.  

Christie L. Hobbs, Northwest ISD, Fort Worth, TX

3:45 p.m. Adjourn

NETWORKING RECEPTION

3:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres with  
program faculty and attendees.

THANK YOU TO OUR  
RECEPTION SPONSORS

Abernathy, Roeder, Boyd & Hullett, P.C.

Brackett & Ellis, P.C.

Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen Powell &  
Muñoz, P.C.

Escamilla & Poneck, LLP

Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt &  
Kutchin, P.C.

J. Cruz & Associates, LLC

Thompson & Horton LLP

Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle &  
Robinson, P.C.
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FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 16, 2024

Presiding Officer: 
Cory Rush, Spalding Nichols Lamp 
Langlois, Houston, TX

7:30 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .50 hr

Elections: Do’s and Don’ts
Discuss relevant restrictions for entities holding 
elections and strategies that may be employed to 
successfully navigate these restrictions.

Ben Morse, Leon Alcala, PLLC, Austin, TX

9:00 a.m. .75 hr

Student/Parent Lawyer: Top 10 Things to 
Know
Tips and best practices from the student and parent 
attorney perspective. 

Luke Williams, Barnett Howard & Williams PLLC,  
Fort Worth, TX

9:45 a.m. .75 hr

House Bill 3 and Its Impact on Students with 
Disabilities
Discuss the new security requirements under 
House Bill 3 and the potential disproportionate 
impact on students with disabilities. Focus on 
proactive steps for school staff to include parents 
in discipline procedures and strategies to avoid 
police involvement in classroom management.

Olivia Lee, Disability Rights Texas, Austin, TX
Colleen Potts, Disability Rights Texas, Lubbock, TX

10:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:45 a.m. .50 hr

New Protections for Pregnant and Parenting 
Employees
Within the last year, two new federal laws have 
gone into effect enhancing the rights and 
protections of pregnant and parenting employees. 
Hear an overview of the Pregnant Workers Fairness 
Act (PWFA), which requires employers to provide 
reasonable accommodations, and the Providing 
Urgent Maternal Protections for Nursing Mothers 
Act (PUMP Act) which expands employees’ rights 
to express milk at work. 

Amber King, Thompson & Horton LLP, Austin, TX

11:15 a.m. .50 hr

School District Personnel Records:  
PIA Exceptions to Disclosure
A review of the types of information that can and 
cannot be withheld from disclosure in school 
district employment records under the Texas Public 
Information Act.

Leah Wingerson, Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle & 
Robinson, P.C., Irving, TX

11:45 a.m. .50 hr

Employment Case Law Update
Review the Fifth Circuit’s en banc opinion in 
Hamilton v. Dallas County and the effect Hamilton 
is already having in employment cases involving 
school districts. Also, discuss other recent 
employment cases of relevance to schools and 
their personnel.  

Thomas P. Brandt, Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt 
& Kutchin, P.C., Dallas, TX

12:15 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Cory Rush, Spalding Nichols Lamp 
Langlois, Houston, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:45 p.m. .50 hr

Reading from the Same Page: Recent 
Updates to Dyslexia Services and the 
Dyslexia Handbook
A review of recent changes to the law governing 
the education of students with dyslexia and 
implications for Texas school districts.

Myra S. Chickering, Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P., 
Houston, TX

1:15 p.m. 15-Minute Break

1:30 p.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Artificial Intelligence in Schools: The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly
Legal and practical issues with ChatGPT and other 
forms of AI in the classroom.

Wesley L. Nute, Jr., Eichelbaum, Wardell, Hansen, 
Powell & Muñoz, P.C., Plano, TX

2:15 p.m. .50 hr ethics

Social Media, Ethics, and TMI: Why you 
won't be ROFL 
Refresher on maintaining client confidences and 
other rules of professional conduct in a world 
influenced by social media.   

Priscilla de Mata, Ysleta ISD, El Paso, TX

2:45 p.m. 1.00 hr | .75 hr ethics

Representation of School Boards and 
Administrators in Challenging Times 
Explore the ethical and practical challenges faced 
by school lawyers when school boards and their 
communities are divided due to ideological, 
political, social, and interpersonal conflicts. 
Examine the fundamental ethical issues of duty, 
loyalty, and confidentiality. Hear practical advice 
about staying above the fray and offering clients 
high quality service during times of discord. 

Joy S. Baskin, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

Cory S. Hartsfield, Cory Hartsfield PC, Grapevine, TX
Jarod Russell, Underwood Law Firm, P.C.,  

Amarillo, TX
Jim Walsh, Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle & Robinson, 

P.C., Austin, TX

3:45 p.m. Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SL24/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions 
for MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.

Compare options and subscribe at  
www.utcle.org/subscriptions

**Subscriptions do not include registrations  
to live conferences or live webcasts.

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 12.50 hours, of 
which 2.50 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).

M
C
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E

Did you know that the quality presentations and 

papers attendees receive at our conferences 

are available for self-study as part of our 

eLibrary? Purchase individual pieces à la cart 

or subscribe annually for just $295. See the 

Registration Form, email service@utcle.org or 

call 512.475.6700 for more details.

RESEARCH AND SELF-STUDY



CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

GIANA ORTIZ*—CO-CHAIR 
The Ortiz Law Firm 
Arlington, TX

CORY RUSH*—CO-CHAIR 
Spalding Nichols Lamp Langlois 
Houston, TX

JOY S. BASKIN 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

DANIEL BERUMEN 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

D'ANN BEY 
Lewisville ISD 
Lewisville, TX

THOMAS P. BRANDT 
Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & 
Kutchin, P.C. 
Dallas, TX

BRANDON Y. BRIM* 
Brim, Robinett & Brim, P.C. 
Austin, TX

VON BYER* 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

BEN CASTILLO 
O'Hanlon, Demerath and Castillo 
Pharr, TX

MYRA S. CHICKERING 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

JUAN J. CRUZ* 
J. Cruz & Associates, LLC 
Laredo, TX

KEN CULBREATH 
Region 4 ESC 
Houston, TX

BRYAN P. DAHLBERG* 
Schulman, Lopez Hoffer & Adelstein, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

PRISCILLA DE MATA 
Ysleta ISD 
El Paso, TX

DEBBIE MORITZ ESTERAK* 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Austin, TX

TINA FARRELL 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

JUDSON CLAYTON GIBSON* 
Association of Texas Professional 
Educators 
Austin, TX

CHRISTOPHER B. GILBERT* 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Houston, TX

HANS P. GRAFF* 
Leon Alcala, PLLC 
Houston, TX

ERICA GRAHAM 
Houston ISD 
Houston, TX

ANDREA SLATER GULLEY* 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle & 
Robinson, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

WAYNE D. HAGLUND* 
Haglund Law Firm, P.C. 
Lufkin, TX

TREVOR HALL* 
Powell Law Group, LLP. 
Austin, TX

KARL TIGER HANNER 
Attorney at Law 
Austin, TX

CORY S. HARTSFIELD* 
Cory Hartsfield PC 
Grapevine, TX

RICHARD E. HILL* 
Adams, Lynch & Loftin, P.C. 
Grapevine, TX

CHRISTIE L. HOBBS* 
Northwest ISD 
Fort Worth, TX

ALLEN M. KELLER 
Schulman, Lopez Hoffer & Adelstein, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

AMBER KING 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Austin, TX

OLIVIA LEE 
Disability Rights Texas 
Austin, TX

KEVIN F. LUNGWITZ* 
The Lungwitz Law Firm, P.C. 
Austin, TX

STEPHANIE MAHER* 
South Texas College of Law Houston 
Houston, TX

LETICIA D. MCGOWAN* 
Richardson ISD 
Richardson, TX

AMANDA MOORE* 
Texas State Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

BEN MORSE 
Leon Alcala, PLLC 
Austin, TX

THOMAS E. MYERS* 
Brackett & Ellis, P.C. 
Fort Worth, TX

WESLEY L. NUTE, JR. 
Eichelbaum, Wardell, Hansen, Powell & 
Muñoz, P.C. 
Plano, TX

LAURA O'LEARY* 
Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt and 
Kutchin 
Dallas, TX

COLLEEN POTTS 
Disability Rights Texas 
Lubbock, TX

JAROD RUSSELL 
Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

HEATHER R. RUTLAND* 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen Powell & 
Muñoz, PC 
Austin, TX

S. ANTHONY SAFI* 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi, Paxson & 
Galatzan, P.C. 
El Paso, TX

JOHN SCOTT 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

MARNEY COLLINS SIMS* 
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School 
District 
Houston, TX

ELLEN H. SPALDING 
Spalding Nichols Lamp Langlois 
Houston, TX

DANNY STOCKTON 
Plano ISD 
Plano, TX

FRED A. STORMER III* 
The Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

LESLIE R. STORY* 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

MARK P. TILLEY 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

JIM WALSH 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle & 
Robinson, P.C. 
Austin, TX

COBY WILBANKS 
Fort Bend ISD 
Sugar Land, TX

LUKE WILLIAMS 
Barnett Howard & Williams PLLC 
Fort Worth, TX

PAIGE WILLIAMS* 
Texas Classroom Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

LEAH WINGERSON 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Kyle & 
Robinson, P.C. 
Irving, TX

SARAH C. WOLFE 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

CATOSHA L. WOODS* 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, TX

*Planning Committee member 
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SL24

Bar Card #  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

Please select registration type

❑ Individual Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $625 | $725 after January 31

❑ School District Employee Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $525

Please select location type

❑ Live, In-Person at AT&T Conference Center

❑ Live Webcast

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, February 16, 2024
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the scheduled webcast. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $81.19 ($75*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –  For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $725

Post-Course Binder –  For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $265.21 ($245*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319.34 ($295*)

 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SL24/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/SL24/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.
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UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community. Information and 

updates regarding our in-person conferences and live webcasts 

will be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational 

opportunities online—both live and on-demand—by  

bringing practitioners together virtually. We are  

fortunate to serve so many of you who strive for  

excellence in the practice of law.

AUSTIN
February 15–16, 2024

CONFERENCE LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 
The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 
Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Parking: 
Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/SL24  

for daily and overnight rates

KEY DATES

January 31, 2024 
Last day for early registration rates

February 9, 2024 
Last day for full refund cancellation

February 12, 2024 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

February 15, 2024, 8:20 a.m., CT 
Conference begins

February 16, 2024 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

UT Law CLE is committed to helping attorneys meet their annual 

Texas MCLE requirements. Following the event, attendees will 

receive a free, on-demand eSupplement that will bring their 

total available hours to 15.00, including 3.00 hours of ethics.

EARN YOUR FULL MCLE REQUIREMENT

CAN'T MAKE THE CONFERENCE?  
PRE-ORDER THE ACCREDITED ECONFERENCE TODAY

While nothing can replace the experience of the live event, you can still catch up on all the 

latest developments in School Law with the eConference.

The online eConference includes papers, slides, and video – and CLE credit (TX and CA) – 

from this year's live conference. Available in "Your Briefcase" through the user's account at 

www.utcle.org 4-6 weeks after the live event.


