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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E X A S

Earn up to 13.25 Hours of Credit, Including 4.00 Hours of Ethics Credit

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction)

Legal Specialization (TBLS) Credit Expected for Estate Planning and Probate Law, and Tax Law

Earn up to 16.00 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit

NASBA Credit Approved (in-person format only); CTFA and CFP Credit Approved



Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 15, 2024

Presiding Officer: 
Elisa Dillard Rainey, Rainey & Rainey, 
Attorneys at Law LP, Waco, TX

8:00 a.m. Registration and  
 Exhibit Hall Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:35 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

Special Needs Trusts 101: The Basics
An overview of the basics of special needs trusts and 
public benefits including selection of appropriate 
trust option, pitfalls to avoid and case examples.

Molly Dear Abshire, Wright Abshire Attorneys, P.C., 
Bellaire, TX

9:45 a.m. 1.00 hr ethics

The Ethics of SNT Administration
In this session, the presenters review the decisions 
a trustee makes in administering a trust, the 
standards a trustee should use in making decisions, 
and a framework to make sure the trustee’s 
decisions and actions are ethical.

Rebecca C. Morgan, Stetson University College of 
Law, Gulfport, FL

Bryn A. Poland, Mayo & Poland PLLC, Baytown, TX

10:45 a.m. 15-Minute Break

11:00 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Redlining the Basics with 1st Party SNT
Dissect a basic first-party SNT to highlight best 
practices with various key provisions, a walk-through 
relevant POMS provisions, and other practical tips 
in evaluating the use(s) of a first-party SNT.

John B. Henry III, Law Office of John B. Henry, III, 
PLLC, Bellaire, TX

11:45 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Maximizing Public Benefits: Overview
Planning for public benefits can be daunting. This 
presentation walks attendees through the paper, 
with stops along the way for basics, practice tips, 
and hidden gems in the paper.

Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 
PC, Houston, TX

12:30 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
John B. Henry III, Law Office of John B. 
Henry, III, PLLC, Bellaire, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR  
LUNCHEON SPONSOR

®

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

1:00 p.m. .75 hr ethics

Empowering Individuals with Special Needs: 
Harnessing AI in the Legal Representation of 
Clients with Special Needs
The potential for AI in the special needs community 
is truly life-changing. AI has the potential to 
significantly increase inclusivity and independence 
and to transform the way attorneys and advocates 
communicate and interact with clients with special 
needs.

Melissia Riddle, Hardie Alcozer, Austin, TX

1:45 p.m. 15-Minute Break

2:00 p.m. .75 hr ethics

What We Say and Do Matters: People First 
or Identity First, Appropriate Behavior of Us 
and our Staff
Discuss the various approaches to ensuring that 
clients with disabilities are treated with the respect 
and dignity they deserve and is ethically required. 
Gain insight on how to approach family members, 
clients, and other professionals as well as practical 
dos and don'ts when handling cases where the 
client has limitations.

Amanda E. Carter, Matthew Harris Law, PLLC, 
Lubbock, TX

Jennifer L. Coulter, Townsend Allala, Coulter & Kludt, 
PLLC, El Paso, TX

2:45 p.m. .50 hr

A View from HHSC
Gain insight on the topic of the termination of the 
special needs trust when a beneficiary passes away 
and there is a Medicaid lien owed. Hear the basics 
of the requirements of the Medicaid pay-back 
provision, how to contact the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission (HHSC) to verify the 
Medicaid lien and obtain the lien payoff, and the 
process of settling the lien with the agency.

Leslea Pickle, Texas Department of Health and 
Human Services, Austin, TX

3:15 p.m. 15-Minute Break

3:30 p.m. .50 hr

Unraveling the Nuances of ABLE Accounts 
with Real-Life Examples
Learn how to creatively use ABLE accounts through 
real world examples alongside SNTs. Explore the 
nuances of ABLE accounts, the changes coming, 
how to use an ABLE account to enhance quality 
of life and encourage saving, while protecting 
benefits.

Ashley Melero, The Arc of Texas, Austin, TX
Peter J. Wall, True Link Financial, Denver, CO
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Earn up to 13.25 Hours of Credit, Including 4.00 Hours of Ethics Credit
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This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.25 hours, of 
which 4.00 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).

M
C
L
E



4:00 p.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Medicaid in Depth – the Battle to Preserve 
Benefits
In The Trenches: The battle to establish and 
maintain Medicaid benefits happens not only at 
the law office, but also at the client's home, with 
financial planners, and corporate trustees. Gain 
insight into how parents, professionals, and family 
members protect and fight for Medicaid eligibility 
for the most vulnerable population, while focusing 
on the day-to-day care needs of the individual.

Moderator:
Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 

PC, Houston, TX

Panelists:
Haley D. Greer, The Arc of Texas, Austin, TX
Laurie Mann, Cedar Park, TX
Allison Schaberg, Consolidated Planning Group, 

Sugar Land, TX

5:00 p.m. Adjourn to Reception

THANK YOU TO OUR  
RECEPTION SPONSOR

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Join program faculty and attendees for  

drinks and hors d'oeuvres.

FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 16, 2024

Presiding Officer: 
Margaret Svoboda, American National 
Bank of Texas, Rockwall, TX

8:00 a.m. Registration and  
 Exhibit Hall Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .75 hr

A Quick Trust Tax Tutorial
You don’t need to be a tax lawyer, but every special-
needs planner should know at least the basics of 
trust income tax. Explore key rules in an accessible 
way for non-tax practitioners.

Eric Reis, UNT Dallas College of Law, Dallas, TX

9:15 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Maximizing Public Benefits: New 
Developments
A discussion of new developments in the law of 
disability benefits, and of recent updates to this 
paper, that trustees of Special Needs Trusts need 
to know about.

H. Clyde Farrell, Farrell & Johnson PLLC, Austin, TX

10:00 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m. 1.00 hr

SSA Regional Trust Leads Presentation 
Regarding SSI Trusts
For trusts established with the assets of an 
individual on or after 01/01/00, the Social Security 
Administration follows specific policy regarding 
disbursements from the trust, earnings on and 
additions to the trust, and posteligibility changes in 
the trust’s resource status. This session provides a 
summary of the policy for trust principal that is not 
a resource and for trust principal that is a resource, 
including examples.

Moderator:
Pi-Yi Mayo, Mayo & Poland PLLC, Baytown, TX

Panelist:
Amanda Flood, U.S. Social Security Administration, 

Dallas, TX

11:15 a.m. 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Supported Decision-Making Concepts in  
a SNT
States are passing Supported Decision-Making 
laws across the country to assist persons with 
disabilities to be more engaged in decision making 
that affects their lives and supports. Join a panel 
of practitioners who cover the basics of Supported 
Decision-Making and how to incorporate Supported 
Decision-Making concepts in a special needs trust. 
Also, explore challenges a trustee might encounter 
while working with a Supported Decision-Making 
agreement in meeting their fiduciary duties.

Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC, Pacheco, CA
Haley D. Greer, The Arc of Texas, Austin, TX
Peter J. Wall, True Link Financial, Denver, CO

12:15 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Nancy Sosa, Cadence Bank, Austin, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR  
LUNCHEON SPONSOR

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:45 p.m. .75 hr

Overcoming School Challenges – A 
Collaborative Approach
Having school-aged clients with a disability can 
provide unique challenges in their care. Discuss 
these challenges and potential solutions from 
the collaborative perspective of an education 
consultant and a nurse case manager.

Ann Koerner, National Care Advisors, Morgan Hill, CA
Kristen Sabo, National Care Advisors, Philadelphia, PA

1:30 p.m. 30-Minute Break and  
 Exhibitor Announcements

2:00 p.m. .50 hr

Leaving Non-IRA Retirement Benefits to 
SNTs
Many clients leave retirement benefits to an SNT 
for a disabled child. We know the rules for IRAs 
and 401(k)s, but this presentation covers the 
different rules for other retirement plans. Learn 
about the specific requirements for naming an 
SNT as a beneficiary of Teacher Retirement System 
(TRS), Military Survivor Benefit Program, and other 
government pensions.

Tresi Moore Weeks, The Weeks Law Firm, PLLC, 
Plano, TX

2:30 p.m. .75 hr

Common Benefits Termination Problems
Public Benefit programs for the disabled such as 
Medicaid and Supplemental Security Income are 
income and resource-tested, meaning that the 
disabled individual must also maintain eligibility 
based on specific income and resource criteria 
to continue receiving benefits. When changes 
to income and resources occur, the disabled 
individual (or their representative payee) may 
receive letters from Social Security and/or HHS 
notifying them that their benefits are being 
terminated, and worse, that an overpayment has 
occurred and they must return some of the benefits 
paid to them. Practitioners in special needs and 
elder law learn the common causes for changes to 
a disabled individual’s income and resources that 
cause cessation of benefits and overpayments; 
how to respond to Social Security when a cessation 
and overpayment notice is received; tools for 
re-establishing eligibility for benefits; and how to 
properly advise fiduciary caregivers and supporters 
of the disabled who are involved in the process 
(guardians, trustees, and representative payees).

Adriane S. Grace, Law Office of Adriane S. Grace, 
PLLC, Plano, TX

3:15 p.m. .75 hr

Welcome Home! Best Practices with Special 
Needs Trust Real Estate Ownership
Trustees of special needs trusts have unique 
considerations when purchasing and owning real 
property. Learn about the pros and cons of owning 
real estate in a trust.

Kristen Quinney Porter, Kristen Quinney Porter, LLC, 
New Braunfels, TX

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SN24/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

UT Law CLE is committed to helping 

attorneys meet their annual Texas 

MCLE requirements. Following the 

event, registrants will receive a free, 

on-demand eSupplement that will 

bring their total available hours to 

15.00, including 3.00 hours of ethics.
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UT Law CLE is committed to Practice Excellence.

We are here to support our community. Information and updates regarding our in-person 

conferences and live webcasts will be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational opportunities online—both live and 

on-demand—by bringing practitioners together virtually. We are fortunate to serve so many of 

you who strive for excellence in the practice of law.
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Bar Card #  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $645 | $745 after January 31

❑ Live Webcast Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $645 | $745 after January 31

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, February 16, 2024
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the scheduled webcast. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $81.19 ($75*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –  For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $745

Post-Course Binder –  For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $297.69 ($275*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $351.81 ($325*)

 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SN24/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/SN24/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.
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SN24

AUSTIN
February 15–16, 2024

CONFERENCE LOCATION

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
6505 N. Interstate 35 

Austin, TX 78752-4346 
512.454.3737 

800.866.3126 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $184 
good through January 15, 2024 

reference Special Needs Trusts 2024 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/SN24  

for daily and overnight rates

KEY DATES

January 31, 2024 
Last day for early registration rates

February 9, 2024 
Last day for full refund cancellation

February 12, 2024 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

February 15, 2023 8:35 a.m., CT 
Conference begins

February 16, 2024 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

RECEPTION SPONSOR

SPEAKERS' DINNER SPONSOR

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

WEBCAST SPONSOR

 

SPONSORS
American National Bank & Trust

Frost Bank
National Care Advisors
Special Considerations

True Link Financial 
WealthCounsel

Wells Fargo Bank Special Needs Trust Services

EXHIBITORS
Aging Life Care Association 

CareFor
Commonwealth Community Trust

Krause Financial Services

Merrill: The Special Needs Team – Texas
PyxisCare Management 
TEAM Risk Management Strategies
The Arc of Texas Master Pooled Trust

Valued Access

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

®


