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1. The Preliminaries. 

1.1 Introduction and Scope.  The 86th Regular 
Session of the Texas Legislature spans the 140 days 
beginning January 8, 2019, and ending May 27, 2019.  
This paper presents a summary of the bills that relate to 
probate (i.e., decedents’ estates), guardianships, trusts, 
powers of attorney, and several other areas of interest to 
estate and probate practitioners.  Issues of interest to 
elder law practitioners are touched upon, but are not a 
focus of this paper.  (And, to be honest, sometimes I go 
off on a tangent and discuss a bill of interest to me that 
has nothing to do with any of the areas mentioned 
above.)  

1.2 CMA Disclaimers.  While reading this paper, 
please keep in mind the following: 

• I’ve made every reasonable attempt to provide 
accurate descriptions of the contents of bills, their 
effects, and in some cases, their background. 

• Despite rumors to the contrary, I am human.  And 
have been known to make mistakes. 

• In addition, some of the descriptions in this paper 
admittedly border on editorial opinion, in which case 
the opinion is my own, and not necessarily that of 
REPTL, Craig Hopper, or anyone else. 

• I often work on this paper late at night, past my 
normal bedtime, perhaps, even, under the influence 
of strategic amounts of Johnnie Walker Black 
(donations of Red, Black, Green, Gold, Blue, 
Platinum, or even Swing happily accepted!0F).  
Craig Hopper has informed me that he’s also happy 
to accept donations of Scotch. 

• As companion bills make their way through the 
legislative process, I usually base descriptions on the 
most recently approved version in either chamber.  
In the case of REPTL bills, I sometimes have access 
to drafts of substitutes before they are officially 
posted, in which case the descriptions may be based 
on what we think the bill will look like, rather than 
what the currently-online version looks like. 

• As a consequence, while the descriptions contained 
in this paper are hopefully accurate at the time they 
are written, they may no longer accurately reflect the 

contents of a bill at a later stage in the legislative 
process. 

Therefore, you’ll find directions in Section 1.6 on page 
2 for obtaining copies of the actual bills themselves so 
you may review and analyze them yourself before 
relying on any information in this paper. 

1.3 If You Want to Skip to the Good Stuff …  If 
you don’t want to read the rest of these preliminary 
matters and want to skip to the legislation itself, you’ll 
find it beginning with Part 6 on page 7. 

1.4 A Note About Linking to the Electronic 

Version.  Feel free to link to the electronic version of 
this paper if you’d like.  If you do, use the URL found 
on the cover page to link to the most recent version of 
the paper: 

www.snpalaw.com/resources/2019LegislativeUpdate 

Once you click on that link, you’ll open a PDF version 
of this paper.  However, don’t copy the URL that you’ll 
find in your browser’s address bar when you open the 
PDF!  That’s likely to be a 100+ character web address 
that will take you to that particular version of the paper 
only, and only so long as that version remains posted.  
Trust me – the link I’ve given you will take you to the 
right version each time. 

And note that you can bring up my previous legislative 
updates going back to 2009 by substituting the 
appropriate odd-numbered year for “2019” in the URL. 

1.5 Where You’ll Be Able to Find the Statutory 

Language After the Session’s Over.  In previous 
legislative updates, after the session was over and we 
knew what had passed, I added attachments to the update 
that included the actual language of bills marked to show 
what had been added or deleted.  But this was quite 
lengthy.  It took over 100 pages in the 2017 update, more 
than doubling the size of the paper.  So, in an effort to be 
green (for anyone getting a hard copy), we’re going to 
change things up.  I’ve prepared a separate supplement 
that contains all of that statutory language – or at least 
the language I deem worthy to include.  You may 
download it by pointing your browser to: 
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