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A Looming Crisis

• Teacher dissatisfaction is approaching historic levels

• Student behavior challenges, following COVID, are 
unprecedented

•More teachers are considering leaving the profession

• Enrollment in education degree programs is in decline

• Special Education may be the hardest hit area, and the 
most challenging to recruit for
• Familiar strategies that remove students from the 

classrooms are unsupported by law and public 
sentiment
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Key Concepts for the School District

• IDEA/ Section 504 limitations on exclusionary practices, such as 

suspensions and expulsions

• Necessity of positive behavior interventions and supports as a 

component of the IEP

• Duty (of teachers) to implement IEP with fidelity

• Additional educational supports

• Risk of litigation
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Key Concerns for Teachers

• Having sufficient support to meet all students’ needs

• Liability and culpability if a parent (any) is concerned

• Limited control over improvements and changes

• Teacher capacity and health

• Safety of all parties
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Scenarios & Client Perspectives
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Student regularly disrupts class and 

assaults or frightens classmates

District Checklist

• Application of Student Code of 
Conduct, to the extent permitted by 
MDR

• General education interventions 
(RtI/MTSS)

• Functional Behavior Assessment

• Behavior Intervention Plans

• Related Services such as 
counseling

• Teacher training/ support

• Changes of placement 

Teacher Options

•Behavior Referrals

• ARD/Staffing 

• Informal requests for 
support from 
administrators

•Requesting permanent 
removal

• Formal complaint for lack 
of support
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