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School Marshals and Guardians

(© Part of Texas’ broader efforts to enhance school safety, particularly in
response to concerns about school shootings.

(© Allows certain staff members to be armed and prepared to respond in a
crisis.




School Marshals

(© Created by the Texas Legislature in 2013 as part of sweeping safety
legislation following the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary in 2012.

(©® Goal was to provide a formal, highly trained group of school employees
who could act as first responders in the event of a school emergency.

(@ Texas Education Code § 37.0811, 37 Texas Administrative Code 227,
Texas Occupations Code § 1701.260)

School Marshals

© Eligibility
o Full-time employee of the school district (can be a teacher,
administrator, or staff member).

Must have a valid License to Carry, issued through DPS

Must pass a psychological exam, in accordance with TCOLE
requirements.




School Marshals

© Training

o Must complete 80 hours of initial training approved by TCOLE,
including legal training, firearms training, and emergency response
tactics.

o Must undergo annual training, requalification and firearms
proficiency testing.

School Marshals

(© Duties

o Authorized to carry concealed firearms on school grounds as
provided by the Board

Authorized to use a firearm only under circumstances that would
justify the use of deadly force.

May use only frangible duty ammunition approved for the purpose
by TCOLE.

Expected to act as first responders in a school shooting or oﬁh,eg

violent incidents.
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