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Annual Case-Law Update 

 
Owen L. Anderson1 

 
This paper summarizes most Texas oil and gas related cases decided during 2024 and early 2025.2 

The paper is organized consistent with where the cases are likely to be cited or discussed in TEXAS LAW 

OF OIL AND GAS. A good-faith effort has been made to insert appropriate petition histories as of February 
28, 2025. 

The briefs use the following abbreviations: NPRI for a nonparticipating royalty interest, ORRI for 
an overriding royalty interest; MI for a mineral interest; OGL for oil and gas lease, and RRC for Texas 
Railroad Commission. Occasionally, an editorial “Comment” is included in the case summaries. 

 
  

 
1 Distinguished Oil and Gas Law Scholar and Co-Academic Director of the Kay Bailey Hutchison Energy Center at 
The University of Texas at Austin. Professor Anderson is also the Eugene Kuntz Chair in Oil, Gas & Natural 
Resources Emeritus and George Lynn Cross Research Professor Emeritus at The University of Oklahoma College of 
Law. 
2 Professor Anderson sincerely thanks his Research Assistants (Jinhua Zhang, Anders Huizenga, and Chris Eyke) for 
preparing drafts of the case briefs summarized in this update. Jinhua further assisted in editing this paper. Most 
OGERL Section Reports contain updates on Texas energy cases that typically provide a bit more depth. Professor 
Anderson thanks Bill Burford for his incites in Texas case updates done for the Mineral and Energy Law Newsletter, 
published by the Foundation of Natural Resources and Energy Law, which covers recent cases, statutes, and regulatory 
changes throughout the United States. For a yearly comprehensive online national case survey, see Oil and Gas, Nat. 

Resources & Energy J., a free online publication by students at the University of Oklahoma College of Law. 
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PART 1 COMMON LAW 

CHAPTER 1 OWNERSHIP OF OIL AND GAS 

1.1 THE RULE OF CAPTURE 

A. The Origin of the Rule of Capture 

B. Common Law Restrictions on Production and the Correlative Rights Doctrine 

1. Improper Methods of Production 

2. The Correlative Rights Doctrine 

C. Limitations Imposed by Statutes and Administrative Regulations 

D. Contractual Modifications: Pooling and Unitization 

1. Pooling 

2. Unitization 

E. The Current Status of the Rule of Capture 

1.2 THE OWNERSHIP-IN-PLACE DOCTRINE 

A. Rationale for the Doctrine 

B. Legal Significance 

1.3 OWNERSHIP OF PRODUCTION 

A. Legal Status of Production 

B. Legal Consequences of Classification as Personalty 

C. Rights in Natural Gas Injected into Underground Reservoirs 
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