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General Deed Interpretation Framework

* For unambiguous deeds, primary goal is to discern the intent of the
parties as such intent is expressed within the four corners of the
deed.

* Four corners doctrine
* Look to entire document

* If necessary, harmonize various provisions rather than apply arbitrary or
mechanical rules to resolve potential conflicts
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Holistic Interpretation

* Piranha Partners v. Neuhoff, 2020

* Does an assignment of an overriding royalty interest apply to a wellbore, a
geographical part of a lease or an entire lease when the exhibit containing the legal
description includes multiple and seemingly conflicting descriptions?

* Should court use
* Greatest estate canon?
* Canon against implied reservations?
* Canon to resolve doubts against the drafter of the document?
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Holistic Interpretation, Piranha Partners

 Supreme Court says none of these apply.
* Instead, consider all of the assignment’s provisions.

* Looks at all provisions from assignment and determines that, as a
whole, the assignment unambiguously conveys the overriding royalty
interest in the entire lease

* Not just the wellbore
* Not just specific acreage

* Does not rely on the greatest estate canon to reach this result.
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Holistic Interpretation, Citation

* Occidental Permian, Ltd., et al., v. Citation 2002 Investment, LLC, 2024

* Is an assignment limited to certain depths set out in exhibit or
unrestricted by depth?

 Court says exhibit, standing alone, is ambiguous.
* |Is the assignment itself ambiguous? No.

* Why not? Because other terms of the assignment, considered as whole,
evidence unambiguous intent.

" SANTOYO WEHMEYER r.c.
S\ &

ENERGY ATTORNEYS

Plain Meaning and Contextual Interpretation

* URI, Inc. v. Kleberg County, 2018

* Contract interpretation case involving meaning of requirement to “return to
suitability” a well

* Words are simply implements of communication

Cannot be assigned a rigid meaning inherent in themselves
Meaning depends on use, adaptation and context

Must interpret words in the context in which they are used.
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