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1 Mike Rubin is one of the leaders of the multi-state law firm of McGlinchey Stafford PLLC and handles commercial 
litigation and transactions as well as real estate, finance, and banking matters. He heads his firm’s appellate practice team 
and is a member of the ABA Standing Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility. He has presented over 450 
major papers in the U.S., Canada, and England on real estate, ethics, professionalism, finance, appellate law, and legal 
writing. He is a past-President of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, the Bar Association of the Fifth Federal 
Circuit, the Louisiana State Bar Association, and the Southern Conference of Bar Presidents. He serves as a Life Member 
of the American Law Institute and is a Commissioner on the Uniform Law Commission. For four decades, he also served 
as an Adjunct Professor teaching courses in finance, real estate, and advanced legal ethics at the law schools at LSU, 
Tulane, and Southern University.  
 

Rubin is the author, co-author, and contributing writer of more than a dozen legal books and over forty articles; his works 
are used in law schools and have been cited as authoritative by state and federal trial and appellate courts, including the 
U.S. First and Fifth Circuits. He has been honored as the Distinguished Alumnus by the LSU Law School and as the 
Distinguished Attorney of Louisiana by the Louisiana State Bar Foundation. His latest legal book, on Louisiana finance 
and real estate, is THE LOUISIANA LAW OF SECURITY DEVICES, A PRÉCIS (Carolina Academic Press), now in its second 
edition. Rubin also is a novelist of two award-winning legal thrillers, THE COTTONCREST CURSE and CASHED OUT. 
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CROSSING STATE LINES:  

MULTIJURISDICTIONAL PRACTICE  

ETHICAL ISSUES FOR TEXAS LAWYERS2 

PAPER BY: MICHAEL H. RUBIN3 
 
1. THE TUGS AND PULLS  
 

Those of us engaged in the transactional legal practice issues must carefully thread 

our way through a thicket of technicalities, state and federal court rules, state and federal 

                                                 
2 A portion of this paper consists of adaptations of the author’s prior articles, including: “The Multijurisdictional Practice 
Mess: An Aba "Ethics" Rule That Appears To Be More Honored In The Breach Than In The Observance And The Status 
Of The ABA's Efforts To Change The Rule,” International Conference of Shopping Centers Law Conference (2025), 
San Diego, CA; “Bordering on the Edge: Multijurisdictional Practice Issues for Inside and Outside Counsel,” ABA Real 
Property Trust & Estates Section CLE (April 2025), Las Vegas, Nevada; “The Ethics of Working Remotely,” Bar Rouge 
Bar Association (2024); Professor James Geoffrey Durham and Michael H. Rubin, “Multijurisdictional Practice and 
Transactional Lawyers: Time for a Rule That is Honored Rather Than Honored in Its Breach,” 81 Louisiana Law Review 
678 (2021); “Bordering on the Edge: Multijurisdictional Practice Issues of Gas and Power Lawyers,” Texas Gas and 
Power institute Webinar, December 2020; “Bordering on the Edge: Multijurisdictional Practice Issues for Real Estate 
and Trust and Estate Practitioners,” 32 Annual RPTE Spring Conference Webinar, May 15, 2020; “Bordering, on the 
Edge,” International Conference of Shopping Centers U.S. Shopping Center Law Conference (Oct. 2018), Orlando, 
Florida; “Bordering on the Edge,” ICSC/OKIMP Retail Development and Law Symposium (Feb. 2014); 
“Multijurisdictional Ethical Traps for Real Estate Lawyers,” ALI-CLE Webinar (Dec. 2013); “Who’s The Client?”, ICSC 
Annual Law Conference, San Diego, California (Oct. 2013); “The Appellate Ethical Thicket, How to Survive While 
Traipsing Through the Titillating Tentacles, Tricks and Traps of Ethical Dilemmas,” Bar Association of the U.S. Fifth 
Circuit, 2011; “The Social Media Thicket: Surviving and Thriving in a Tangled Web and The Ethical Issues This Raises 
for Lawyers,” ALI-ABA Webinar (2011); “The Multiplying Multijurisdictional Morass: What’s A Transactional Lawyer 
To Do?” ABA Business Law Section Spring Meeting, March 2012, Las Vegas, Nevada, “The Ethical Utah Lawyer: What 
Are The Limits In Negotiation?,” 21 Utah Bar Journal 15 (March/April, 2008); “Ethics: A Conflict Of Interest? What 
Conflict?” ABA Real Property Section CLE (2008); “The Intersection of Conflicts of Interest and Imputation of 
Knowledge,” 22 ABA Probate and Property 53 (Nov. 08); “Ethics,” The Construction Lawyer, Fall 2006; and “Labor 
Negotiations: Do Any Rules of Ethics or Professionalism Really Apply?” ALI-ABA Labor Seminar, Spring 2003; “The 
Ethical Negotiator: Ethical Dilemmas, Unhappy Clients, and Angry Third Parties,” 26 The Construction Lawyer 12 
(2006); “Breaching the Protective Privity Wall: Expanding Notions of Real Estate Lawyers’ Liability to Non-Clients,” 
The ACREL Papers, Fall 2002 (ALI-ABA); “From Screens and Walls to Screams and Wails: A Selective Look at 
Screening Among The Various Ethics Rules and Cases and “A Consideration of Some Unanswered Questions,” The 
ACREL Papers, Fall, 2001 (ALI-ABA); and “The Ethics of Negotiations: Are There Any?" 56 Louisiana Law Review 
447 (1995).  
 
3 The author is licensed to practice law only in Louisiana. This paper, while it refers to and discusses the law of states 
other than Louisiana, reflects an outsider’s view of the laws and jurisprudence of those states. 
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