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Asked a number of appellate colleagues:
“What does a lawyer need to do to practice law in
very best spirit of professionalism?”




The answer | received most often was to abide by the
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.

Then, | did something one might think odd for a
former 2-term chair of the District 4-6 grievance
committee: | read the disciplinary rules from cover to
cover.

What | came to realize is that abiding
by the disciplinary rules is not the
pinnacle of professional practice for
lawyers. It is the bare minimum that
we are expected to do in order to
retain the privilege of practicing law
in the State of Texas.




The disciplinary rules tell us what
to do, and not to do, in various
situations that lawyers sometimes
find themselves in. But they don’t
always do a great job of explaining
WHY we should do those things.

In 1995, a committee led by then-appellate
section chair, Kevin Dubose, set out to create
standards for appellate professionalism. The
goal was to educate attorneys and to provide

appellate practitioners with a shield to use

against clients who expected overly aggressive,
unprofessional behavior from their appellate
lawyers.
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