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PASTA SAUCE

1. Priming . Sho w the  pa th 

fo rwa rd.

2. Ac c e ssib ility. Use  simple  wo rds.

3. Suc c inc tne ss. Ke e p  it sho rt & 

swe e t.

4. Tra nsitio ns. Guide  the  re a de r 

se a mle ssly thro ug h yo ur 

a na lysis.

5. Ac tive  vo ic e . Bring  the  sto ry to  

life .

6. Sho wc a sing . Illustra te  & c la rify 

ke y po ints with visua l a ids.

7. Autho rity. Use  so urc e s judic io usly.

8. Use r-frie nd ly d e sig n. Write  fo r the  

b usy dig ita l re a de r.

9. Co nc re te ne ss. Be  dire c t & 

spe c ific . 

10. Eve nha nd e d ne ss. Build c re dib ility; 

b e  the  a dult in the  ro o m.
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1.  Priming
“Priming  re fe rs to  a  

p ro c e ss in whic h a  

p e rso n’ s re sp o nse  to  la te r 

info rma tio n is influe nc e d  

b y e xp o sure  to  p rio r 

info rma tio n.”

Ka thryn M. Sta nc hi, The  Po we r o f Priming  

in Le g a l Advo c a c y: Using  the  Sc ie nc e  o f 

First Imp re ssio ns to  Pe rsua de  the  Re a de r, 

89 Ore . L.R. 305, 306 (2010).

Pre se nt yo ur ta ke  o n the  c a se  e a rly & o fte n.

• Ea rly se c tio ns o f the  b rie f o r 

mo tio n a re  ke y. So  a re  the  

b e g inning s o f e a c h se c tio n 

o r pa ra g ra ph.

• Summa rize  a nd  ro a d ma p  

thro ug ho ut.

“A summa ry g ive s the  b ig  
p ic ture —the  ma in po ints o f a  
d o c ume nt. Whe n re a d e rs se e  
the  ma in p o ints first, the y c a n 
mo re  e a sily a b so rb  the  d e ta ile d  
info rma tio n tha t sup p o rts the m.”

Ro b e rt Dub o se , Le g a l Writing  fo r 
the  Re wire d Bra in 87 (ALM 2010).
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Priming  with The me s 

• The  re a d e r’ s a tte ntio n is stro ng e st e a rly o n: wha t yo u sa y first 

will c o lo r ho w the y vie w the  re st o f the  a na lysis. Ge ntly p ush 

the m in yo ur d ire c tio n.

• Id e ntify a  the me —the  b ig  ta ke a wa y p o int yo u wa nt to  stic k in 

the  re a d e r’ s mind .

o The  e mo tio na l o r e q uita b le  c a st o f the  c a se .

o Typ ic a lly no t sta te d  o utrig ht b ut wo ve n und e rne a th the  surfa c e .
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