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PASTA SAUCE

1. Priming. Show the path 6. Showcasing. llustrate & clanfy
forward. key pointswith visualaids.
2. ACQEity- Use simple words. 7. Authorty. Use source s judiciously.
3. Succinctness. Keep it short & _ _ .
sweet. 8. Userfriendly design. Write forthe
4. Tansitions. Guide the reader R DI BT
seamle ssly through your 9. Concreteness. Be direct &
analysis. specific.
> gfz Bte TR SR VD SO U2 10.Evenhandedness. Build credibility;

be the adult in the rmom.
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1. Pmming
“Priming refersto a

processin which a

person’sresponse to later

mformation is nfluenced
by exposure to prior
mformation.”

Kathryn M. Stanc hi, The Powerof Priming
inlegalAdvocacy: Using the Science of
First Inpre ssionsto Persuade the Reader,
89 Ore. LR. 305, 306 (2010).
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Present yourtake on the case early & often.

* EFady sectionsofthe briefor “A summary gives the big

motion are key. So are the pic ture—the main pointsofa
document. When readerssee
the main points first, they can

orparagraph. more easily absorb the detailed
mformation that supportsthem.”

beginningsofeach section

* Summarze and madmap

thro ug ho ut.

Robert Dubose, Iegal Writing for
the Re wired Brain 87 (AIM 2010).
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Priming with Themes

* The readersattention isstrongest early on: what you say first
willcolorhow they view the rest ofthe analysis. Gently push
them in yourdire c tio n.

* Identify a theme—the big takeaway point you want to stick in
the readersmind.

o 'The emotionalorequitable castofthe case.

o Typically not stated outright but woven undeme ath the surface.
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