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IMMIGRATION HAS BECOME ONE THE MOST IMPORTANT AND MOST 
POLARIZING ISSUE FACING AMERICA
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What do you think is the most important problem facing this country today?

% Mentioning Immigration 



What is Fueling the Immigration Fire?

8 years of relentless demonization & disinformation

Non-stop media coverage

Political Gamesmanship 

� Chaos caused by busing migrants to Democratic cities

� Congress is unwilling to legislate & Executive authority is limited (and challenged in court)

Biden administration's delay in tackling it head-on

� 70% disapproval of President Biden's handling of immigration among adults.

� 60% of voters feel like they hear more from Republicans than Democrats or President Biden 
on the issue of immigration.

Unprecedented Challenges at the Southern Border

Migration Policy Institute
September 2024



THE PUBLIC THINKS IT IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM…AND GOVERNMENT RESPONSE IS UNPOPULAR
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ATTITUDES TOWARD IMMIGRATION HAVE SHIFTED DRAMATICALLY
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Thinking now about immigrants -- that is, people who come from other countries to live here in the United Sates. 

In your view, should immigration be kept at its present level, increased or decreased?

AMERICAN’S PREFERENCES FOR IMMIGRATION TO U.S. FROM 1965-PRESENT

July 2024
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