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Attorney’s Fees for Parents 

• Tennessee SEHO ordered 888 hours of compensatory dyslexia in July 2023

• Affirmed in May 2024 by District Court

• Affirmed on February 3, 2025, by Sixth Circuit

• Sixth Circuit noted parent’s attorney was seeking $266,967 in fees
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Attorney’s Fees for Parents 

• Attorney’s fees awards in Texas

• $29,622 in July 2024

• $145,804 in August 2021 (administrative hearing through Fifth Circuit)

• $75,936 in March 2019 (in addition to $70,839 previously awarded in 
March 2017)
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Attorney’s Fees for Parents 

1. Limit liability for clients

2. Accurately assess potential outcomes

3. Stronger negotiating position

4

PR
EV

IEW



3

Attorney’s Fees for Parents 

• In any action or proceeding . . . the court, in its discretion, may award 
reasonable attorneys’ fees as part of the costs to—(i) The prevailing party who 
is the parent of a child with a disability;

      20 U.S.C. § 1415(i)(3)(B)(i)(I)
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Attorney’s Fees for Parents 

• I.W. v. Hardin-Jefferson I.S.D.

• Struggles in K-1st

• Parent requested dyslexia 
testing, which didn’t 
happen

• Private dyslexia tutoring

• Private evaluation indicated 
dyslexia

• RTI services
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