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Automatic Enrollment: Medicare Part A & 

Part B  

Enrollment is automatic for people who:

� Get Social Security or RRB Benefits –took early Social Security

� Are under 65, have a disability, and getting disability benefits from 
Social Security or certain disability benefits from the RRB for 24 months

Look for your “Get Ready for Medicare” package

� Mailed 3 months before:

– Your 65th birthday

– Your 25th month of disability benefits

� Includes a letter, booklet, and Medicare card

How to enroll in Medicare    

Applying online is the easiest way to apply. 

Create your personal my Social Security Account.

You are required to sign in to your existing personal my Social 
Security account, or create one. All new my Social Security 
applicants must now create a credential with credential service 
providers Login.gov or ID.me. To create a personal my Social 
Security account, you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years 
old, and have a valid email address and Social Security 
number. Go to ssa.gov/myaccount and select the “Create an 
Account” button

If you don’t have access to the internet, call SSA at toll-free at 1-800-772-
1213 or at our TTY number, 1-800-325-0778.
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How to enroll in Medicare    

Sign into your personal my Social Security account.

1. Before applying, search Google (all SSA links are dead) “Checklist for 
Online Applications” to find out what you need to prepare.

2. 2. Go to www.ssa.gov/benefits/ medicare and select “Apply for Medicare 
Only.”

3. Apply and complete the application, SSA claims it normally takes 10 to 
30 minutes. to complete the application.

4. Select “Submit Now” to send your application electronically to Social 
Security

You’ll see a receipt on the screen that you can print and keep for your 
records. You’ll also get an application number you can use to check the 
status of your application. SSA will review your application and contact you 
if they need clarification or if they need to see any documents.  SSA will  
process your application and mail you a letter with a decision. 

When to Sign Up or 

Make Changes to Your Medicare Coverage  

If you don’t already have Medicare:                                    
Initial Enrollment Period (IEP)                                                                 
Special Enrollment Period (SEP)                                                          
General Enrollment Period (GEP)

If you already have Medicare and want to change how you 

get your coverage:                                                                   
Open Enrollment Period (OEP)                                                            
Medicare Advantage OEP                                                                          
Open Enrollment Period for Institutionalized Individual (OEPI)                               
Special Enrollment Period (SEP) (in certain circumstances)
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Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE eLibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)
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