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Commercial Vehicle Accidents 101



I.
INTRODUCTION

There are many different types of commercial vehicles in and around
Texas, companies have vast fleets of trucks, 18-wheelers, and buses driving
on our roadways. These crashes can be serious.

When retained on a serious injury in a commercial vehicle case by the
plaintiff or the defense, a trial lawyer must recognize that while the case may
have a great deal in common with a car wreck case, there are substantial
differences that must be taken into account. This paper addresses some
major issues that a trial lawyer may want to consider.

II.
WHY JURORS AWARD PREMIUM VALUES IN TRUCKING AND
COMMERCIAL CASES

A. Plaintiff:

1. We all instinctively know that trucking cases create premium
settlements and verdicts, but why? Juries award large verdicts against
trucking companies for many reasons including:

(@) Expectation of supervising- Companies are required to
properly supervise their employees;

(b) Expectation of hiring competent employees- Companies
are required to properly hire competent employees;

(c) Expectation of Safety — Juries expect companies to be safe

because of the potential for harm and may react strongly
when those expectations are not met;

(d) Preventable Is Inexcusable — The simple argument is that
many collisions are both predictable thereby preventable
thereby making the failure to take action akin to an
intentional tort; and

(e) The Desire to Improve Safety — Many jurors believe they
can improve roadway safety and compel future
responsible behavior with their verdict.
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