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Let's Get Started

= Hypotheticals focus on problem areas and new law.

= Let’s discuss the possible solutions, not the right answer.
= We want to hear from you.

= References to the relevant law will follow each scenario.

= The statements presented are not legal advice or the
opinions of anyone other than the presenters.
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The Death Star City Council meetings regularly last long into the night
because of public comment. Death Star limited each speaker to 3 minutes.

Death Star has a controversial item on the agenda for the next meeting:
renewing the contract with the Stormtrooper police. As expected, hundreds
of residents attended the meeting. After each public comment, the Chair
says, “Thank you, next.” But after one critical comment, the Chair responds,
“That is our current policy. Perhaps we should consider it at a future
meeting.”

Then, the Chair recognizes council member, Leia Organa, who says in
response to the comment, “l agree with you! There is no way | can approve
this contract. The people of Death Star deserve so much more from their
Stormtroopers. This is unacceptable.”

Has the Chair and member Organa responded appropriately under the
Open Meetings Act?

Notes
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Public Comment

Tex. Gov’t Code § 551.007, .042.,

127(k)
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The City of Death Star gets thousands of open records requests every
year. Death Star was lucky a few years back when it received a previous
determination from the Attorney General’s Office, excepting some of its
most frequently requested records from disclosure. Because Death Star
staff are overworked and underpaid, they do not respond to the
requests that concern records covered by the previous determination.
The Death Star staff simply files them internally as closed “per the
previous determination.”

Are the City’s actions acceptable under the Public Information Act?

Notes
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Required Responses

Tex. Gov’'t Code § 552.221, .328
(HB 4219 effective Sept. 1, 2025)
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