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Access to Justice Facts
"There can be no equal justice where the kind of trial a man gets 

depends on the amount of money he has."

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black

� Median hourly rate charged by attorneys in the Austin area is $299 per hour

� State Bar of Texas: 2019 Income and Hourly Rates

� Median Income in Austin: $48,550

� Income qualification for legal assistance: $19,563 – $67,688 (125% of FPG)

� One legal aid lawyer for every 7,000 community members who qualify

� Only 10% of the civil legal needs of low-income Texans are met

� Texas is ranked 46th for ensuring access to justice for all people

About VLS

Volunteer Legal Services (VLS) was founded in 1981 by members of the Austin Bar

� Our mission at VLS is to ensure low-income members of the community have access to 

free legal advice and representation and our vision is that poverty is not a barrier to 

justice

VLS is the largest provider of civil pro bono representation for low-income families in Central 

Texas

� We place hundreds of civil matters with pro bono attorneys for representation each 

year, we also serve the community through our free legal advice clinics
� Most of the issues that the community members who come to us face are issues that 

affect their basic needs, housing, safety, employment, among others

We meet the need of the community, by recruiting and training volunteer attorneys to 

represent individuals who would not otherwise be able to afford a lawyer
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Benefits of  Volunteering
"What is the essence of life? To serve others and to do good."

Aristotle

� Improves physical and mental health

Lower rates of depression/anxiety

Improves self-esteem

� Provides a sense of purpose and teaches valuable skills

Use your legal knowledge for the benefit of others

Increase social/client relation skills

Litigation, transaction, explore different areas of practice

� Nurture new and existing relationships

Connect with the community

Interact with people different from you

Interact with people with similar values

Mentorships/networking

Mayo Clinic Health System: 3 health benefits of volunteering - Mayo Clinic Health System

Ethics of  Pro Bono

� Lawyers "should devote professional time and influence" on behalf of people "who cannot 

afford legal assistance."
- Preamble: A Lawyer's Responsibilities to Texas Disciplinary Rules of 

Professional Conduct § 5.

� "Every lawyer regardless of professional prominence or professional workload, should find time 

to participate or otherwise support the provision of legal services to the disadvantaged."
- Preamble: A Lawyer's Responsibilities to Texas Disciplinary Rules of 

Professional Conduct § 6.

� "The provision of free legal services to those unable to pay reasonable fees is a moral obligation 

of each lawyer as well as the profession generally."
- Preamble: A Lawyer's Responsibilities to Texas Disciplinary Rules 

� American Bar Association Model Rule 6.1 suggests every lawyer devote 50 hours a year to pro 

bono. 

Texas Rules of Professional Conduct and the American Bar Association Model Rules 

state that ALL attorneys SHOULD do pro bono work.
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Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE eLibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)

Title search: Volunteer Legal Services: The Power of Pro Bono

First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
20th Annual Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar session
"Volunteer Legal Services: The Power of Pro Bono"

http://utcle.org/elibrary

