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Lessons From the Kennedy Assassination for Cross-Examination

If ever there was an event about which witnesses should have agreed, the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy was that event, but the eyewitnesses could not agree about even the most basic details of
what happened in plain view in Dealey Plaza. Why and how do eyewitnesses fail to remember correctly
even the most basic details of what they observed? What can trial lawyers learn from discrepancies in
witness accounts of famous historical events, including the Kennedy assassination and the sinking of the
Titanic?
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